272                 Japan in World Politics

"the Triple Alliance, which she has cemented in Central
Europe, has for its main purpose the peaceful pursuit of
commerce and industry, and it has hitherto fulfilled that
purpose. Germany aims at nothing more."

Most interesting of all is the Russian opinion regarding
the understanding, which welcomed it as testimony that
Japan sincerely desires peace, Especially the papers of the
Opposition pointed out the mistaken view of the Conservative
papers, which maintained formerly that Japan had a warlike
object, and they also condemned the Russian Government
for having pursued a mistaken foreign policy since the con-
clusion of the Shimonoseki Treaty. The Retch said that
the understanding between America and Japan guarantees
the peace in the Far East as did the ententes between Russia,
France, and Japan, and that its conclusion transcends the
credulity of those who believed that war was inevitable
between America and Japan. The fleets of both countries
met in the Pacific only to strengthen the friendship between
the two nations, and Japan has committed herself to the
maintenance of peace, and the American possessions in the
Pacific are now in safety, while Japan is in a position to
devote her energy to the perfection of the results gained
from the Russo-Japanese War.

Some disappointment was expressed that no mention
was made of the subject of immigration in the entente
between the United States and Japan, but that was unneces-
sary, as there is no longer any point in dispute about that
subject, The main object of the entente is to emphasise
before the world the complete accord that unites the two
countries in their policy and intentions bearing on China
and the Pacific area generally, and not so much to solve
problems outstanding between them. Whether the under-
standing now in force about immigrants is the most desirable
one or not is quite another question. At the present time
It is working satisfactorily to both sides, and so long as a
voluntary understanding is sufficient it is unnecessary to
make a more formal agreement. So long as no artificial